GENERIC QUESTIONS for SOCRATIC SEMINARS on SHORT STORIES

Your group has 10-15 minutes to discuss the story.  In any order you choose, discuss some/all of the questions below, providing QUOTES OR PARAPHRASED EVIDENCE from the story to support your arguments.  NOTE: Discuss at least ONE question from each category.

SETTING:

· How important is the setting of the story?  Does it really matter?  Why/Why not?

· How does it contribute to the overall meaning/message?
TONE/MOOD:

· What is the tone/mood of the story?

· How does the author convey that tone/mood?
CHARACTERS:
· What inferences can we draw about the characters, based on their actions?

· What major challenges do the characters face, and how do they deal with them?

· What major decisions do the characters make, and why?  What do these decisions reveal about the characters?

· Can you relate to any of the characters?  If so, explain how.
SYMBOLS/MOTIFS:

· What motifs/symbols recur in the text, and how do they add to the understanding of character, setting, or theme?

· What is the significance of the title, and how does it add to the understanding of the text?

STYLE/WRITER’S DECISIONS:
· How are sensory details used in this story, and to what effect?
· What passages in the story drew your attention the most, and why?

· What specifically did you like or dislike about this story, and why?

· Does this story remind you of anything else you’ve read?

· If you were the author, what would you have done differently (“Not written this story” is not a sufficiently deep response!) 
POINT OF VIEW:
· From whose point of view (POV) do we see the story?

· Why do you think the author chose this POV instead of a different one?

· Compared to other aspects of the story, how important is POV in this story?

· How would the story change if we saw it from a different character’s perspective?  Pick a different character and explain how the story would change.
LESSONS/MESSAGES:
· What lessons do the characters learn?

· What lessons do WE learn?
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