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American Literature Socratic Seminar Scoring Guide (Self-Assessment)

My Speaking Goals 

Today I want to work on…(pick 2 specific skills you want to work on in Socratic Seminar)

1. ________________________________________________________

2. ________________________________________________________

Advanced Discussion Skills

Student meets all proficient criteria fully and consistently PLUS at least three of the following:

· Makes an in-depth connection, question, or inference that synthesizes multiple ideas that are not obviously connected and explains the thinking behind it using explicit academic language.  Typically in-depth inferences examine the irony or paradox of a text and/or connect the ideas to broader themes.
· Uses an advanced level transition

· Defines the terms the author uses clearly in the context of the work

· Identifies and explains where the author leaves matters uncertain and explains why this ambiguity is important

· Identifies a misreading or misinterpretation of the text and clarifies confusion by directing everyone’s attention back to the text and explaining what the text means in his/her own words.

· Makes an in-depth connection or inference to another American Literature text from a previous era, a historical American event, or contemporary American event that is relevant to the discussion

· Summarizes where the discussion has been succinctly and transitions the discussion to a deeper place by posing a question that specifically flows out of where the discussion has been

· Synthesizes at least two previous comments/ideas together succinctly in one speaking turn using an academic transition and connects ideas back to the text in a new way and explains that connection
· Synthesizes multiple texts together and discusses how they support, challenge, and/or qualify the ideas being discussed; e.g. explains how Pitts, Jr. and Naylor would respond to someone’s comment 
· START HERE.  Proficient Discussion Skills

Preparation 

Must meet all preparation criteria for proficiency.





· Student completes ALL Socratic Seminar preparation before seminar.

· Student brings ALL texts, questions, and required materials to the seminar. 
Participation 

Student participates in seminar by doing all of the following:
· Student follows norms for discussion both as listener and speaker.  This includes making eye contact, sitting up straight, and maintaining focus and energy throughout the discussion.

· Uses academic transitions and phrases to build on the thoughts of others every time he/she speaks.
· Makes a relevant comment, question, or clarifying question that is on-topic and builds the discussion.
· Provides relevant quotes from the focus texts to support point.  Offers page number, directs everyone to the text, and waits for most of the group to find the quote and reads it out loud.

· Explains how the quote supports point in own words.
· Does not dominate or withdraw; does not need to be invited to join discussion or asked to hold back until others have spoken.
Proficient Minus Discussion Skills 

Missing 1 proficient criteria.
Basic Discussion Skills 


Missing 2-3 proficient criteria.

Below Basic Discussion Skills 

Missing 4-5 proficient criteria.

Far Below Basic Discussion Skills 

Missing 6 or more proficient criteria.
Self- Evaluation

1. What specific coaching did you receive at half-time?

2. To what extent were you able to make adjustments and apply the coaching received in the second half?  
3. Score the scoring guide.  Start with the proficient criteria first.  What overall skill level do you think you most consistently demonstrated in both halves of the seminar?  Put this skill level in the box on the front page.

4. What was your best contribution and why?

5. Did you meet your goals?  Why or why not?  Explain.

6. If you made an advanced level contribution, justify your self-assessment by explaining how your specific contribution met advanced level criteria.  In other words, how do you know that your contribution was truly advanced?  

7. What specific skill do you want to work on next time and why?  Explain.  Be specific.

Overall Speaking Skill Level














